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fagT™ SISl g9t o A dI I8 Pel fb BfearE IR
faRrer 98 fAed g o o iR srefdear &t
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€ SM4Jat Girl 26/5'3" MCA, MBA Employed as supervisor
in Central Govt. on contract basis. Avoid Gotras: Bagri,
Nehra, Nain, Cont.: 09417415367

€ SM4]at Girl 23/5'2" B.Tech (CSE), Avoid Gotra: Malik,
Hooda, Joon, Cont.: 09780336094

& SM4 Jat Girl (21.09.1992) 22/5'6", Per suing M.Sc.
(Physics) final, Avoid Gotras: Lather, Kharb, Dahiya,
Cont.: 09416013723

& SM4 Jat Boy 28/5'10" MBA from Punjab University.
Working as Manager in Steel Industry SAIL in
Jharkhand. Avoid Gotras: Nashier, Gehlayan, Deswal,
Cont.: 09813143850

€ SM4 Jat Boy 34/5'I 1" M.A, M. Sc., H.D.S.E., Employed
as Software Manager in ICICI LOMBARD General
Insurance Company Ltd. Delhi With 7 Lac Annual &
Bonus, Health Insurance benefits. Avoid Gotras: Tomar,
Khewal, Cont.: 09729440347
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Sad Demiseof the Planning Comission

Three months incumbency of ShriNarendraModi indicates
that he takes major decisions in a huff which speaks of his political
immaturity as a Prime Minister. This is because he comes straight
from the state politics and ruling India (A country known for its big
size and all forms of diversities) is a different ball game all together
than ruling a state of peace loving people. Himachal Pradesh is
another state where people do not quarrel with each other with sole
exception of politicians. Recently, the Prime Minister took four
controversial decisions .i.e. scrapping the Planning Commission,
Jan DhanYojana, sacking of Governors and running of bullet train.
Scrapping the Planning Commission is the worst ofall. These projects
are not bad as such but they have been declared without doing
necessary homework in respect of their financial viability and road
map forimplementation.For example, the Jan-DhanYojana does not
eradicate poverty to the extent it is made out to be. It will simply
overburden the banks with unnecessary work.Similar is the case of
futility of bullet train project if its cost comes to Rs. 100 crore per
kmlength. Obviously a mature politician will never make a decision
(that too without the cabinet approval) till all the nitty — gritty of the
project have been worked out or a pre-feasibility report has been
prepared and accepted. Finally such projects generate more heat
than light.

Now let us talk about the existence of the Planning
Commission. When India became free, the economic scenario in
the country was like a devastated and deserted park. The total power
generation was only 1350MW.Our freedom fighters were in jail
continuously for 34 months before their release in June1945. They
had not seen much of the outside world. Their mind set was under
the spell of Mahatma Gandhi who in those days rightly believed that
Swaraj could come in one year if the people fully utilised their local
resources and maintained a sanitary environment. Only Jawaharlal
Nehru had an international mind-set and thought differently. When
India got Independence on 15" August 1947, the country was trapped
under an avalanche of communal violence. To make matters
worse,Sardar Patel died in December 1950. Gandhi Ji had remarked
that two bullocks (Nehru and Patel) under the same yoke would pull
the cart out. They did.

Nehru was rightly impressed with the tremendous
progress made by Russia through the mechanism of FIVE-YEAR-
PLANS (FYP).A plan with a span of five years is neither short term
nor long term perspective. It is the right size for preparing a sound
plan document. Accordingly Nehru adopted that model for India.

Now the question was who should prepare the plan
document. Science and technology had not developed much in
those sterile days of India. So he set up the Planning Commission to
perform this job through an executive order. He requested President
D.Eisenhour to spareProfessor Johan Gailbraith to assist the
Commission in formulating the draft of the firstFYP. Nehru appointed
Ashok Mehta as Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission. He

Ram Niwas Malik

was a brilliant politician but suffered from ideological dogmas. A
renowned scientist or a technocrat like Shridharan of DMRC fame
would have been the right choice. But still the Planning Commission
did a wonderful job in drafting the document of the first FYP in time
and India started moving along a trajectory of planned growth. The
Prime Minister gave lot of publicity about the preparation and
implementation of the first two plans not because of vote bank politics
but for spreading awareness amongst the people of India. I remember
that SardarPratap Singh Kairon used to speak exhaustively on the
success of second FYP in every public meeting.

But the role of Planning Commission gradually became
stereo-typed over the years. The draft of the 12"FYP could be looked
as the third edition of the 9" FYP.In fact the Commission over-
simplified its work. It asked the states and the central ministries to
prepare their own planned document (both annual and five year)
and the Commission simply fine - tuned these drafts and compiled
them to make it Five Year Plan document. The Commission never
made serious efforts to gauge the real problems in the country and
address them accordingly in the Plandocument. Nor it could prepare
along term economic model for India.

The mandatory functions of the Commission are to prepare
asound FYP document(a road map for economic development),
suggest reforms, advise on policy framework and tell the (even
warn) the government where the things were going wrong for not
meeting the Plan targets. Lately, the Commission performed the first
three functions in a lethargic way and abandoned the fourth function
completely. The role of the Commission was something like that of
RBI in the banking sector where RaghuramRajan is doing a very
fine job. He had the guts to tell the Modi government, “RBI should not
see things the same way as the government.” Montek Singh
Ahluwalia miserably failed to mesuareupto the stand of
RaghuramRajan.

During the 11"FYP period, Dr Montek Singh Ahluwalia
circulated the Concept Paper for the 12FYP and this document was
worth dumping into the dustbin. Similarly the report on “Energy” by
Kirit Parekh Committee was as insipid as the Concept Paper. The
members of the Commission were never appointed on the solecriteria
of merit.Most of them have been pseudo-academicians/economists
who had little knowledge of ground realities. As the time went on the
core competence of the members of the Planning Commission also
continued to deteriorate. When Rajeev Gandhi had a look at the 71
FYP document,he called the Commission a bunch of jokers. The
right term would have been a bunch ofclass room/armchair
specialists. Now the situation has come to suchan impass that
approval of the Plan document has become an once-in- five-year
ritual. Non fulfilment of targets of the FYP is nobody’s concem these
days. Nobody in whole of the country knows the contents of the dratft
document. The document is approved by the National Development
Council in half a day deliberations. It is never discussed in the
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Parliament. The resultis that very few people know that 12 FYP will
end on 31 /3/2017.This crass ignorance of the most important
document is because the Planning Commission never circulates
the summary of the Plan to the educational institutions and government
departments.

Recently there have been serious allegation of bias against
the Commission. It is said that the Commission has become His
Master’s Voice. That is why the Commission did not oppose
MNEREGA on rational grounds. The other allegation is that the
Commission allocates funds according to the wishes of the Central
Government.( The Commission distributes funds for centrally
sponsored schemes ).Ithas never warned the government for not
framing and following a pragmatic policy to control population growth
which is responsible for most of the social and economic problems
being faced by the country. Similarly the Commission never asked
the Ministry of Water Resources Development to put up proposals
for water resources and hydropower development. The Commission
took no interest in the execution of A.B. Vajpayee’s pet project of
developing 50,000 MW of hydropower by 2017. Fortunately 95%
water storage dams were built during the period of Nehru as the
Prime Minister. The Commission never brings out any magazine of
international standard. There is not a single book in its library which
deals with the causes and remedies to solve the problem of poverty
in India. The Commission has also become notorious for spending
huge amounts on its toilets and other upholstery.

The state Chief Ministers were always critical of the
Commission (Particularly Mr NarendraModi) because the size of
the Annual Plan is never fixed according to their wishes. Their
common refrainis that the states are not given a free hand in preparing
their own model of economic development in the spirit of the concept
of “Federal Structure” of the country though the real concept of the
term * Federal Structure “is in the reverse order. On the other hand,
states maintain a poorly staffed planning board. In Haryana, the
deputy chairman of the planning board is a person who could not be
adjusted anywhere in the ministry. At one time, he was a politician
who was originally a clerk in the Forest department. The fact of the
matter is that Chief Ministers want to rule/treat the states as their
personal fiefs to pursue their vote bank politics agenda and populist
schemes like free electricity to the farmers or increasing old age
pension every year. Look at the money being spent by state
governments for the publicity of their achievements through full page
advertisements in all the leading newspapers and magazines.
Haryana Government has spent money on publicity like water. A
PIL has been admitted in the Punjab and Haryana High Court against
the state government in this regard. The monthly bill of one of the
Hindi newspapers was Rs 1.5 crore per month. The proprietor has
now formed a new political outfit. The Finance Ministry is also jealous
of the Commission for cross checking itswork. The Finance Ministry
never presents the annual budget in line with the plan provisions.
Thatis why Planning Commission, RBI and CAG are always frowned
upon by the politicians on flimsy grounds.

As a matter of fact even Dr Manmohan Singh wanted to
restructure the Commission and deputed Mr Chibber, an Independent
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Evaluation Officer (IEO) to prepare a report in this regard. MrChibber
,inturn advocated for scrapping the Commission. This report came
very handy to the new Prime Minister to take this decision. It was in
this background that the Prime Minister overacted and made the
declaration during his speech at the Red Fort on 15/8/2014.Normally
such decisions are never announced during the Independence Day
speeches of the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister declared that the Commission would
be substituted by a new institution(a new body with new soul) and
perform the job of a think tank. Thereports in the media suggest that the
new body will have only an advisory role and a perfunctory existence.
In other words the job of the Planning Commission will be subdued and
India will be deviating from the trajectory of planned growth and entering
the stage of planning chaos. Just as the country needs a strong centre,
likewise it also needs robust centralised planning. As in Japan, sound
planning is more important than the quick implementation of projects.
But the working style of the Prime Minister so far suggests that he
wants to centralize all powers in the PMO. Arecent press report states
that “The new think-tank will act as a multi-sector advisory body to the
PMand will have statutory powers to enable it toimplement policies on
behalf of the PMO.” How can an advisory body will have statutory
powers is not known to anybody.

Whatever maybe the flaws in the working of the Planning
Commission it does not deserve to be scrapped.All the members of
the Planning Commission including the Deputy Chairman gracefully
resigned on the very day the new government took the charge. Now
the Planning Commission has been placed in animated suspension
and there is hardly any work in its Secretariat. 12" FYP was to be
appraised for applying mid-course corrections. Now it will not be
done till a new institution of Mr Modi's dreams is established. The
composition of the new institution has not even been conceptualised
and it may take at least two years for its establishment. Till then the
work of the Commission will remain in limbo and the operation of the
12 FYP will suffer the most.

The causes of all economic lls faced by the country is not
so much due to deficient planning as due to the poor implementation
of the projects envisaged in the Plan document. Everybody knows
about the visionary level of our leaders.They are worse than the
men of straw as predicted by Winston Churchillin 1946.1t is agreed
that Planning Commission is also responsible for the economicills
to some extent (35%) but poor governance is more(65%). Now the
politicians want to lay the entire blame at the door of the
YojanaBhavan.Therefore it was expected of Shri NarendraModi as
a mature politician to weigh all pros and cons of this step before
deciding to scrap this old institution in a huff and that too without
obtaining the concurrence of the cabinet. The right approach would
have been to install a new team consisting of highly competent
technocrats, scientists, doctors and economists in the Planning
Commission and redefine its role. There is nothing wrong in the
existence of the Planning Commission as an institution. It only needs
to be recast in its composition. If scrapping the Commission had
become indispensable, then it should have been done after the
alternate institution was established.

—

N

7

N

il

3T 3Tl & fory Wt | R BIE Aot TR BNl € 3R R I0H I8 AHe 91 gfg B I, 98 ST T 2T | — IRF Ty



orc EEll

e 20|

1 TernRdT arer adl & TT AR

foekpy ¢n'k di feyklijj fey e xkfon Bkxj
>ty d fdukji f=dk.k ior ij fLAr Jh u;uknoh dk
efnj foUn&fI [k dk Bk rALFy gA gk oK HKj @
ru cM eyt yxn gA ,d eyk p= uojk= €] nlljk Jko.k
"knh VKV vij il jk vif"ou uojk=k e yxrk gA blle
Jko.k "nh v*Veh ;kuh Tkou&vk'Veh ey e yk[kk ID)ky,
ekrk d efnj e ek Vdu igpn gA

Jh u;uknoh enj rd igpu d fy, ru&lk
1B ikiM;k p<uh iMrh gA bu ikM;k Hjk efnj rd
igpu d fy, Ikr M;kf<;k g ftu ij ek tokuh d
pj -kiplg viidr gA ykd el;rkg fd xir =i Liekd
x.k bu M;k<;k ij igjk nn gA efnj d co’k Hj ij
nk;h vij Jh .k th o Ik e gh gueku th dk efnj
gA ck;h vij Hjoh =iky dk LAku gA ihiy dh tvk e
cgefiMh fojktteku gA ;g Jh y{ehukjk; -k o "or ovd
flg ykdfM;k ohj dok tkrk g] d efnj gA flig Hj ij
flog okgu fojkteku g\

Jh u;uknoh dh “kDriB d - i e itk dh trh
gA "WDritB dh ikjkf.kd dRk d vullkj ,d ckj “kdj
Hocoku th d 11 nfk ctkifr u cgr cMk ;K jpk;kA
ogk mighu BHh nork vief=r fd;! yfdu viu nkekn
"kdj th dk ugh cyk; kA bl i Hocoku “kdj th dh iRun
ekrk Irh dk cgr @k vk;kA viu ifr dk vieku
nkdj rAk Hxoku “kdj d euk dju ij Hh og viu
firk nokjk jpk, egk; K e pyh xbA "kdj th u ohjtkn
dh v/;{krk e viu dN x.k ekrk Irh di Bk et fn;A

viufirk nf ¢ctkifr d ;K e viu ifr dfy,
dib vkllu fcNk u nkdj Brh u cgr ciFuk dh fd bll
rjg mlio “kdj th dk viekfur ugh fd ;k t,A yfdu
mid firk ugh ekuA XL Ik ekrk Irh u ;ldfu @ viu
"kjhj dk tyk MkykA ;g vuR n[kdj Hocoku f*ko i x.k
@ifkr gk mBA ohjkn dh v/;{krk e mUgku ogk ;D
djd nfk d ;K dk fo/al dj fn;kA

Irh d ;ldfu e ty tiu dk Bekpkj feyn gh
Hky: "kdj ogh igp VKj viuh iRuh dk viEyk "o dv
k ij mBkdj ekgo’k riMo uR; djn g, Hix [M g,A
bld cj ¢tko dk /;ku e j[kn g, fo".k Hxoku th u
viuk In‘u p@ Nim sk fEl D ekrk Irh d vix
dv&dvdj iFoh ij fxju yxA tgk&tgk th vix Xji
ogk ml uke I ekrk dk efnj cu x;k vij og dgyk;kA
tgk Irh d u;u £Xji ogk Jh u; uknoh th dk efnj cukA
bify, ;g "kDrihB dgyku yxKA blh f=dk.k ior ij
ekrk Jh u; uknoh u efgkljj jk{kl dk Hh ok fd ;k RkA

diynhi pny

dok thrk g fd ejr&ejn efgkljj u ekrk I
ciHuk dh fd ;fn og ml: dibi ojnku nuk pkgrh g rk
;K dk ,d Hix mbi feyk djA bl ij Hocorh th u dgk
fd ;K Hix rk igy: gh norkvk d fy, fuf*pr gA yfdu
re ej ok 1 ej gk blfy, eji 1R e Hh it &;k
djlocA ek Hxorh rikh I f=dk.k iar ij fojkteku gA
bl fI) B Hh dgk thrk gA fEl ior ij ekrk dk
efnj g mIi 3h u; uknoh Akj Hh dgk tkrk gA

Jh u;uknoh efnj dh f1)iB o “kDrilB d
virfjDr ,froifld el); rk Hh gA uoeh "kriCnh e dgyj
fj skl r ifcyklijh d ILAkid jktk onjpn u ,d Loiu
n[k Ak fd ;fn og bl LAku dk m)kj dj vij ;fn
vidj ith&ikB dji rk og ,d cgr cM jkT; dk "kild
cu Idrk gA ,froifld el; rk d vullkj jktk ohjpn
u bl ior ij ekrk Jh u;uknoh d efnj dk fuek.k djok
dj efri LAKfir dh AtA efnj d uhp fdyk dkiv dgyj
cuok; k x;k AkA vt mll fdy e ify I dk Akuk dkv gA

fl[k d nke - xkfen flg t u “k=vk dk
Igkj dju d fy, ekrk Jh u;uk th d efnj e riL;k
dh ARA “kDr ¢kir dju dify, ,d lky rd o yxirij
;gk gou djn joA ;gh migku pMh pfj= uked xF dh
jpuk drA "Jh noh IDr* dk Nnkc) vuokn dj JhpMh
tokuh dh Lrfr dh gA blle efg%lj jkkl dh vgdkjil.k
mfDr dk o.kiu x-th u ; fd;k g&

b tigt Tk ;A HITE ;1A
dk.kfopkjh nxk feu j.k ITE 1A*

,d Bky rd J)kiod gou dju d i"pkr ek
nxk cdV gbl vij x-th dk ,d ryokj v djn g,
ojnku fn;k fd regkjh fot; gidhA ;g ogh ryokj R
feEl b ekrk u "kk&fukik v jikdkBk dk ik fd;k RA
Jh u;uk noh fgUn&fl [k dk B>k A Ly gA ;gk
efnj e ¢frinu ikp VKjfr;k girh gA igyh vijrh licg
rMd pkj ct girh g irtdjh jkr dh fcNh "K;k mBkdj
ekgu Hix eok fel jh vidn dk Hix yxkdj exy wjr
mrkjr gA mld i"pkr ekrk th dk Luku djokd]j
gyok&yMMvk dk Hix yxk; k tkrk gA fnu e 12 ct e/
;ka vijrh girh g ftle ikp 0;tuk Bfgr ploy dk Hix
yxrk gA "ke dk Luku viin djok dj pu dk Hex
yxkdj D&k vijrh dh thrh gA jki= dk nvk ik rik
eklleh Qyk I “k;u vkjrh ghrh gA

Jh u;uk noh efnj rd igpu d fy, Icl
fudv dk jyo LM'ku fdjrij Ikgc gA ogk I: IMd
eld Jjk ekrk d efnj rd igpk tk Idrk gA
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100 days of Modi Government

It has become a regular practice in India to prepare a
report card of the first 100 days performance of the government
both at the Center and the states. Initially President
Rooseveltstarted this practice in 1933 after US came out of the
great depression. India did not have depression but had
recession and policy paralysis both. Though 100 days is a fraction
of the total governance period of 5-years, yet it gives a glimpse of
the things to come. Media chronicled the events occurring during
26th May and 3rd September, 2014 and presented the report card
of Modi Govt. in different colors. However a truly balanced
appraisal has not been made so far which | propose to do so in
these columns.

NarenderModi had won three State Assembly elections
in Gujrat in a row with comfortable majority though the rural
constituencies sent more Opposition MLAs. Consecutive election
victories and high grade publicity(by engaging international
agencies) of the Gujrat Model of economic development
impressed, mesmerized and convinced people in the rest of the
country to realize that a new rising star has arrived on the political
firmament of Indian politics who could lead the country to a
happier millennium. Consequently people brought BJP with
thumping victories; firstly in the four state Assemblies in October
2013 and then in the general election of India in May 2014. Mr.
NarenderModitook the oath of the office of the Prime Minister on
26th May in the company of heads of SAARC nations and
completed 100 days in office on 3rd September 2014.

This clear mandate for the Modi government was for five major
expectations

1. Wage a war against poverty, improve the human
development index (HDI) and remove the tag of India as an
under developed country.

Fightagainst corruption

Generation of employment opportunities on a massive scale.
Controlinflation in food items.

Firm up a strategy to beat China in the economic race by
2025 and Shri NarenderModi play the role of Deng Xiaoping
as agreatgame changer.

With this background of public opinion, it was
incumbent upon the Prime Minister to prepare a draft road map for
economical development of India and address the nation
accordingly to instill the trust of the people reposed in him and his
government. But the Prime Minister did nothing of this kind. His
address on the 15th August 2014 did not hint atany such
economic model for development both the Railway and Financial
budgets were insipid and uninspiring. On 2nd June, he simply
directed his Ministries to prepare detailed notes in respect of the
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100 days plans and projects pending for want of required
clearances. Ministry of Environment and Forest (MOEF), a big
thorn in the flesh of infrastructure development, was specifically
asked to clear the projects with sweeping urgency. But so far,
MOEF has not given details of projects cleared in first 100 days. It
now appears that the new government has either forgotten about
its mandate or is simply groping in the darkness. The impression
given by the body and speaking language of the Prime Minister
and subdued silence of his ministers indicate that he is short
ofinnovative ideas and the bureaucracy does not show him the
way to move ahead.However he has shown some flashes of his
brilliance. The most notable is the rhyme spoken during his
recent visit to Japan, "Not red tape but a red carpet awaits you."
This jingo will prove a master-stroke in bringing foreign
investment provided the investors are given plots in well-
developedindustrialestates with 24x7 power supply and
allowedto do business with ease. His other proactive steps are:-

t. His hard-talk and no nonsense approach towards his
ministers and bureaucracy in respect of good governance to build
an environment of self-discipline in the central ministries. His
claim that "He is a hard task master and not a headmaster" shows
that he means business.

2. The decision to allow 100% FDI in Railway Ministry and
49% in Defense and Insurance sectors.

3; Prevention of water pollution in river Ganges and its
tributaries.

4, New impetus to foreign policy particularly in respect of
Asian countries. Till now India never looked East in the past and
credit for this shift goes entirely to the PM.

5. A nationalsanitation campaign to achieve total
sanitation in India by 2nd October 2019 (150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi).

A clearroad map for National Sanitation Campaign has not been
delineated so far. This one program, if implemented
systematically and thoroughly, can make India truly shining in
2019. The Jan-DhanYojnawill not cut much ice in eradicating
poverty and will only increase burden of clerical work in the banks.
His 100 daysof sitting on the PM chair shows that he is the
unrivalled boss in the party and the government and that he is very
combative, hawkish and even ruthless at times. Reports in the
media suggest that PMO will be more powerful than it was during
P.N.Haksar days and Mr.Modi is inching towards
authoritarianism.He has a penchant for taking controversial
decisions and does not bother for public opinion once he has
made up his mind

RNI No. CHABIL/2000/3469

T T U HEE T e 3 S w96 $ R ohieke B, 98, B 01722650168 | GRT AT B e waw, 2-91, qEA, T 27-0, S § s R





