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Remembering the Great Sardar

The 123rd Birth Anniversary of Sardar Patel, the
Iron Man of India falls on 31st October. Na-turally, this
day reminds one to revisit the life and deeds of this great

- R.N.Malik

leader whom India owes so much. Persons like the great
Sardar are born once in centuries. After his death in
Decem-ber 1950, the country has not seen a man like
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him so far over a long span of 73 years. Great-ness of
Sardar Patel is immeasurable right from the start of his
political career in 1917. He passed his Bar Examination
in England in 1912 by standing first and became the
Barrister. He returned to India very soon and restarted
his practice at Ahmedabad. He had already made his
name as a competent criminal lawyer as he could
entangle the shrewdest witness to bring out the truth.
He adopted western mannerism, always wearing suit,
necktie and hat. His legal practice picked up very soon
and he was counted among the top lawyers of Ahme-
dabad. He used to laugh whenever his his colleagues
talked of Gandhi Ji becoming a rising star to lead the
nation to achieve Swaraj.. But success of Champaran
Satyagraha underta-ken by Gandhi Jiin 1917 transformed
his life overnight. He attended the meeting of Gujrat Sabha
chaired by Gandhi Ji in November 1917 and offered his
full time service for his cause. Consequently, hel eft his
roaring practice and started wearing Khadi dress since
then made of yarn spun by his daughter.

He was younger to Gandhi Ji by six years but
maintained Guru-Shishya relationship till end. He
swallowed his pride when Gandhi Ji made Jawaharlal
as the next Congress President in 1946 and accepted
his decision without demure for the sake of unity in the
party and service to the nation. He was senior to
Jawaharlal by 14 years and he had no regret whatsoever
to serve his deputy because he felt that he was serving
his nation and pedestal of service did not matter.

Sardar Patel remained the backbone of all the
Freedom Movements led by Gandhi Ji. He prepared the
total ground work for the success of Hartal on 6th April
1920. He was not ar-rested during the Non-cooperation
movement of 1920 as Government feared that his arrest
would bring an avalanche in Gujrat. Again Sardar Patel
provided the required momentum to the Salt Satyagraha
(Dandi March) in March 1930 by addressing people in
large number of villages. Again on gathering an audience
of 50000 people at Bombay on 8th August 1942 at the
time of launching Quit India Movemet was entirely due
to the efforts of Sardar Patel. Both Jawaharlal Nehru
and Maulana Azad were hesitant to support the move
but they fell in line once Gandhi Ji asked them to leave
the party if they had doubts. A glimps of his galvanising
speech on 26th July, 1942 at Ahmedabad is worth
mentioning. He thundered," if all the lead-ers are arrested
tomorrow, be prepared to die but do not fall back. This
time, if a railway line is removed or an English man is
murdered, the struggle will not be stopped......."

Sardar Patel was the only leader who led four
individual nonviolent movements to resounding success.
These were; Movement in Kheda district of Gujrat in
January 1918, Nagpur Movement in March 1923, Borsad
Movement in September 1923 and finally Bardoli
Movement in March 1928. People were able to bear the
atrocities of the government during these four movements
simply because Sardar Patel was leading them. Bardoli
Satyagraha continued for six months.and farmers had
started addressing Vallabbhsi Patel as Sardar. Thereafter,
Vallabhbhai Patel became Sardar Patel and continues to
be addressed as such till now.

The most defining moment for the great Sardar
came in June 1947. Indian Independence Act had been
granted the Royal approval on 18th June 1947 but the
policy towards deciding the administrative set up of
princely States vis-a-vis two Dominion was left unclear.
Lord Mountbatten, the Governor-General, was very keen
to annex all the 555 States(10 were in Pakistan) with
Indian Union for three reasons. Firstly, he did not want
to leave behind India in a mesh and be judged
inappropriately by the history. Secondly, he was appalled
by the way princes were wasting state resources in
profligate manners when the people were facing grinding
poverty for centuries under their rule.He realised that
merging of States with democratic India would bring
democratic and economic freedom to one third population
of India. For example, the Nawab of Junagarh was
keeping 300 dogs and monthly expenditure of each dog
was Rs.16000. Thirdly, he told Attlee that a strong and
unified India would have durable friendly relations with
Britain. Sardar Patel had very wisely prevailed upon
Nehru and Gandhi Ji to let Mountbatten to continue as
Governor-General after 15th August till the issue of
annexation of States was or or less complete.
Mountbatten felt gratified at this gesture of Sardar Patel.
In turn, Mountbatten, promised Sardar Patel to offer him
a Basket of Apples (princely States) before he demitted
the office and left for England. So, he created the State
Department in July to deal with the issue of annexation
of States and brought this department under the wings
of Home Ministry headed by Sardar Patel. He knew
that only Sardar Patel would be able to deal with this
nerve wrecking issue effectively.and silence all kinds of
princes. He deputed his Reform Commissioner V.P.
Menon as the Secretary of the State Department. V.P.
Menon who started his career as a clerk, had risen to
this high pedestal by dint of his hard work and pragmatic
intelligence.
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The die for annexation was cast in the first week
of July, 1947. V.P. Menon had drafted the document for
annexation of States into India. It was called the
Instrument of Accession. Jinn-ha had declared that he
wanted to creat boils in the body politics of India and
consequently was busy in cajoling some of the princes
to declare independence by assuring international
recognitio. Legally they could do so. But Sardar Patel
foild his ignoble designs by taking premptive advance
measures.

The Instrument of Accession assured the princes
that Government would have controll over States only in
three subjects I.e External Affair, Defence and
Communications and they would enjoy full internal
autonomy in running their States. Knowing that many
princes would not like to forsake their royal status, Sardar
Patel and Mountbatten adopted a carrot and dagger
strategy to deal with them; carrots (Privy purses,
honorifics, Ambassadorships) for those who agree for
annexation noiselessly and dagger for the recalcitrants.
The com-mon threat issued was that their subjects were
fed up with their hedonistic lifestyles and have developed
a great urge for democratic set up and could revolt
against them any time and put their safety and future in
jeopardy and Indian government would not come to their
rescue in that situation. Most unwilling understood the
hidden meaning of this threat and agreed to join the Indian
Union. Maharaja of Patiala Bhalindra Singh (father of
Captain Amrinder Singh) was the first Prince to sign the
Instrument of Accession. Later, he was posted as India's
Ambassador in Holland.

Mountbatten called and chaired the Conference
of Chamber of Princes on 25th July.1947. Beside him
strode the senatorium figure of Sardar Patel. Then,
Mountbatten delivered a his-torical speech that bordered
on a brazen threat to the princes. He told them that
British su-zernity would be over after 15th August and
thereafter they would have to negotiate with (pointing
his finger towards the great Sardar) this man. The
document of annexation prepared by Menon would not
be repeated. Then he added a detached observation that
any armaments they might think of stockpile would soon
be obsolete. The princes were stunned at this speech
and most of them realised that their was no better
alternative than to join the. Indian Union. To accelerate
his efforts further, Mountbatten held a reception dinner
for the princes on 28th July at which he, Sardar Patel
and V.P. Menon joined hands to bully the unwilling and

recalcitrant princes. Mountbatten called the unwilling
princes one by one and directed them to see V.P. Meenon
who in turn directed them to see Sardar Patel where
they submitted meekly. Thus, Maharajas stood around
nervously to watch this daunting triumvirate work on
each of their fellows in turn. This way, all the recalcitrant
princes had been brought into submission except that of
Hyderabad and Kashmir when Mountbatten left India
on 21st June 1948. Maharaja Hari Singh of Kashmir
signed the Instrument of Accession on 26th October 1947
while Hydrabad was annexed on 21st September 1948
after resorting to the military operation.led by Major
General J.N.Chaudhari who became C-in-C in 1962.

65 percent States were having a geographical
area less than 20 Sq. miles each. V.P. Menon decided to
amalgamat these geographically contigous tiny States
into a Union and get the signatures on the dotted lines of
the Instrument of Accession

This way, Annexation of rest of the States were
singularly managed by intrepid V.P. Menon. He did not
bother ailing Sardar Patel too much and sought his help
where it was needed most. Gujrat had 200 tiny States.
He amalgamated these states into Kathiawad Union on
16th February 1948. Likewise and finally, small States
of Rajputana were unified into Rajsathan Union and this
unification was inaugurated by Sardar Patel on 30th
March 1949 at Jaipur. This is how all the 555 States
were annexed and India became Akhand Bharat for the
first time in the history. The dream of Sardar Patel and
V.P. Menon was finally fulfilled on this auspicious day
and the two stalwarts had a sound sleep for the first
time on that day.

The government of India did not reward V.P.
Menon for his stupendous work continously done for 21
months. He cajoled, coaxed and threatened the rulers
into joining into newborn Indian Union. C. C. Desai, ICS
paid the most appropriate tribute to V.P. Menon when
he said," V.P.Menon knew how to keep rulers happy
even while their death warrants were being prepared."
Government of India forgot completely the contribution
made by V.P.Menon in making India as Akhand Bharat
on 30th March 1949. No civilian award was bestowed
upon him though he richly deserved Bharat Ratna. He
was given the charge of Governor of Orrisa for two
months and then made the member of the first Finance
Commussion. Thatis all. His biographer and great grand
daughter Narayani Basu is justified to call him The
Unsung Architect of Modern India.
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Sardar Patel could not lead a happy and
contented life even after August 1947. Factors were
monumental problems of rehabilitation of refugees,
maintaining communal harmony, attend-ing large
number of meetings, attending Constituent Assembly
sessions, jittery behaviour of Jawaharlal Nehru and
martyrdom of Gandhi Ji. Process of unification of States
did not give him much trouble as bulk of work was
handled by V.P.Menon. He had his first massive heart
attack on 5th March 1948 and the great Sardar told
that heavy work and grief of Bapu's death bottled up
his heart. Annexation of Tibet by China and Nehru not
doing anything further filled his heart with grief. Nehru
was feeling jittery and uncomfortable with Satdar mainly
because entire Congress party was with the great Sardar
even though Nehru was the Prime Minister. Leaders
of that time had not developed the habit of worshipping
the rising sun. Consequently, Nehru could not have his
way in getting Raja Ji as the first President of Sovereign
India in January 1950 and then have Achsrya Kriplani
as the Congress President pitted against P.D.Tandon
put by Sardar Patel. Sardar's condition deteriorated in

December 1950 due to weakening of his ailing heart.
He was shifted to Birla House in the warmer climate
of Bombay onn the advice of his doctors on 12th
December. But this change brought no relief and the
end came on 15th December in the morning. He was
cremated at Sonepur cremation ground where his wife
and elder brother Vithalbhai had been cremated . There
was a sea of mourners. Nehru, Azad and Dr. Rajendra
Prassad were also present at the funeral. Dr. Rajendra
Prassad wept inconsolably. As a parting tribute to his
friend, philosopher and guide, he said," Sardar's body is
being consumed by fire. But no fire can consume his
fame." Sardar left behind nothing except his pairs of
Khadi clothes and legacy. The statement of Nehru at
the time of Martyrdom of Gandhi Ji,"Light is out of our
lives." was applicable at yhis moment also.

My heart fills with sadness when I see the building
of Sardar Patel Samarak Bhawan at 7 Jantar Mantar
Delhi in poor condition and becoming the office of JDU
party of Nitish Kumar and name of Sardar Patel stadium
being renamed as Narendra Modi stadium.
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¢ SM4 JatGirl (DOB 11.07.97) 26/5'5" B.Sc. Non-Medical
from Kurukshetra University, M.Sc. Non-Medical from
P. U. Chandigarh. Father Headmaster in Haryana Govt.
Mother JBT teacher in Haryana Govt. Family settled at
Panipat. Avoid Gotras: Deswal, Dahiya, Malik. Cont.:
7988993289, 9416173036

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 08.08.97) 26/5'1" B. Tech from PEC
Chandigarh. Employed in Exxon Mobile Banglore with
Rs. 15-20 lakh package PA. Father retired Class-1
officer from Haryana Government. Mother teacher in
Haryana government. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Phaugat,
Dhankhar. Cont.: 9463962490

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 31.01.95) 28/5'1" B.Sc., M.Sc.
(Botany). UGC, NET qualified. Ph.D in Botany from P. U.
Chandigarh. Employed as Assistant Professor in
College at Karnal on contract basis. Father retired from
Defence. Mother housewife. Family settled at Ambala
Cantt (Haryana). Avoid Gotras: Rathi, Kharb, Rana. Cont.:
9812238950

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 16.06.95) 28/5'2" Bachelor in
Computer Science Engineering. Experience: 6 month
internship in Yatra Pvt. Ltd. on line, 2 year as Software
Engineerin Yatra Pvt. Ltd., online. Earnings 11 lac PA.
Avoid Gotras: Kundu. Cont.: 9417869505.

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 10.02.96) 27/5'8" B.A., M.A.
Economics. Self Employment (Home Tution). Father
Superintendent in Forest Department Haryana. Mother
housewife. Avoid Gotras: Kundu, Pahal, Lather. Cont.:
9463226838, 8837546452

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 18.11.98) 24/5'4" B.Com., C.A.
Package 24 lakh Annual. Father retired Superintendent.
Mother housewife. Own house in tricity. Avoid Gotras:
Kadyan, Falswal, Dahiya. Cont.: 9888955626

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 10.07. 2000) 23/5'4" BAMS, Doing
Internship BAMS. Father Sub-Inspector CRPF. Mother
ANM. Avoid Gotras: Nehra, Gadhwal, Michuh. Cont.:
9015124456

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 04.02.98) 25/5'4" B. Com. from
M.D.U. M.Com. from C.B.L.U. University. NET cleared.
Father Head constable. Mother Housewife. Avoid
Gotras: Nehra, Gadhwal, Michuh. Cont.: 9413431141

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 17.02.92) 31/5'3" M.A. Economics.
B.Ed. Working as teacher in private school. Avoid Gotras:
Nain, Sangwan, Dhaliwal, Panghal. Cont.: 8699726944,
7837908258

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 17.09.94) 29/5'3" M.B.A. (Post
Graduate 2018), B.Com. (Graduation 2016) from IFCA
Business School Punjab University. PGPM, P.G.
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(Certificate Programme in Managing Brand & Marketing
Communication). Working as Consultant in Deloitte
Office of India Gurugram. Package Rs. 11.8 lakh PA.
Father ETO in Haryana Government. Mother housewife.
Preference match working in private Sector. Avoid
Gotras: Kodan, Nandal, Hooda (Kharb). Cont.:
9468274677

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 19.11.91) 31/5'3" B.Tech (ECE), PG
Diploma in Housing Finance. Working as Assistant in
Central Government PSU LIC on regular basis near
Chandigarh. Salary Rs. 7 lakh PA. Father retired Senior
Bank Manager. Preference city based educated family
residing in Chandigarh, Panchkula, Zirakpur or Hisar. .
Avoid Gotras: Thaken, Sindhu, Mahala, Sheoran. Cont.:
8557033198

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB Nov 94) 28/5'2" NET in Commerce,
B.Ed., HTET, PGT Commerce, Pursuing PhD. From
M.D. U. Worker as Guest Faculty at CDLU Sirsa.
Presently working at M.K.J.K. College Rohtak. Fatherin
Haryana government. Mother housewife. Avoid Gotras:
Gill, Goyat, Ahlawat. Cont.: 9416193949, 9992221480
SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 28.04.96) 27/184 CM. Captain in
Army. Posted at Pune. Father in transport business.
Mother housewife. Family settled at Zirakpur. Avoid
Gotras: Dhull, Sheoran, Nehra. Cont.: 9878705529
SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 25.01.97) 26/5'11" B. Tech. in
Computer Science. Working as Lead Software Engineer
in Statrys Ltd. at Bangkok, Thailand with Rs. 31 lakh
package PA. Family settled at Pinjore. Avoid Gotras:
Thenwa. Cont.: 8558024346

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 10.12.93) 29/ B. Tech. Employed in
PGIMER Chandigarh in Fire & Security Department.
Family settled at Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Sangwan,
Jakhar, Sheoran. Cont.: 8901138020, 8882830601
SM4 divorced Jat Boy (DOB 14.03.95) 28/5'10" M. A.
English. Employed in Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh as clerk on contract basis. Family settled
at Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Sangwan, Jakhar,
Pachahar. Cont.: 9463961502

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 12.07.96) 27/5'8" B. A., pursuing M.A.
Employed as Stenographer (Govt. job) in Education
Department. Avoid Gotras: Narwal, Kundu, Mann. Cont.:
9417869505, 9315428491

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 26.05.98) 25/5'8" MBBS. Working
as J.R. in Safdar Jung Hospital Delhi. Father Sub-
Inspector CRPF. Mother ANM. Avoid Gotras: Nehra,
Gadhwal, Michuh. Cont.: 9015124456

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 20. 10. 92) 30/5'5" Graduate. Doing

private job. Father retired from Government job. Mother
in private job. Family settled at Chandigarh. Avoid Gotras:
Lamba, Nandal, Ghalyan. Cont.: 7696771747

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 17.10. 89) 33/ 6 feet B.Tech (CSE).
Employed as Inspector, GST & Central Excise
Department in Ministry of Finance, Government of India
at Surat (Gujrat). Girls height minimum 5'6" and between
25 to 27 years. Area of preference Panchkula,
Chandigarh, Yamuna Nagar, Kurukshetra, Karnal, Hisar.
Father retired Superintendent. Mother housewife. Avoid
Gotras: Malik, Jattan, Punia. Cont.: 9996858234

SM4 Jat Boy 27/6'1" MBA, Marketing & Finance.
Working as Assistant Manager in HDFC Bank
Chandigarh. Father in government job at Chandigarh.
Mother housewife. Avoid Gotras: Saroha, Malik,
Sehrawat. Cont.: 9463384601

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 25.04.93) 30/6'1" B.Tech
Mechanical. Working as Assistant Manager (Marketing)
in Jai Parvati Forge Ltd. Company. Income Rs. 6 lakh
P.A. Agriculture land 4 2 acres. Own house at Zirakpur
(Punjab). Avoid Gotras: Nehra, Kadyan, Dhull. Cont.:
9877996707

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 06.04.91) 32/5'11" B.Tech. from PEC
Chandigarh. IIT-JEE (Advanced). Working as Math
Faculty at Allen Career Institute Chandigarh. Salary Rs.
One lakh per month. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Ahlawat. Cont.:
9416293888

SM4 divorced (without issue) Jat Boy 45/6'3" Lieutenant
Colonelin Indian Army. Mother Doctor Ayurvedic Own
Clinic. Family settled at Nayagaon (Punjab). Avoid
Gotras: Tomar, Malik. Cont.: 8847034750.

SM4 Jat Boy 32/5'8" HCS, Employed as A class Tehsildar
at Narnounl (Haryana). Father retired Government
employee. Mother housewife. Family settled at DLF
Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Narwal, Rathi. Cont.:
9812208238

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 11.03.92) 31/6'4" B. Tech in Textile.
Working in mil of textile as Technical Officer at Surat.
Father retired JCO. Mother housewife. Preferred girl in
Centre Government job of at least 5'4" height between
25-30 years' age. Avoid Gotras: Tomar, Kadian, Phogat.
Cont.: 9416520843

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 26.05.94) 29/6'3" B. Tech.
(Mechanical). Lives in Canada. Father in Government
job. Mother Government teacher. Younger brother in
Canada. Avoid Gotras: Shyan, Punia. Cont.:
9416877531, 9417303470
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JATS have won a total of
50 medals out of the total 107

medals won by India. i.e. about
47%

LONG LIVE JATS UNITY

17 Gold JATS won and
India's total 28. i.e. about 60 %
10 Silver JATS won and India's
total 38. i.e. about 26 % 23
Bronze JATS won and India's
total41.1i.e. about 56 %
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