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Both British and nationalist Indian historians
have, for different reasons, failed to emphasis the simple,
clear and unambiguous fact of 1857 uprising - that it
was centred overwhelmingly in Delhi. I would argue
that the centrality of 1857 the largest uprising in any
European empire was Raja Nahar Singh of Ballabgarh
was a Khap King who never missed to attend the Khap
deliberation and he called the uprising as the movement
of the people which promises to offer a new perspective
on our past.

Now a new "Living History" has been forged in
the thousands of NCR Jat families who had fought to
create what their dynamic & commander Raja Nahar
Singh had called 'a new birth of freedom' to ensure their
self rule-. The son soldiers and their peasant parents
marching down from Meerut to Lalkila of Delhi, that
summer day of May 10, 1857 knew they had accom-
plished some thing that would change their lives and their
mother land forever.

The freedom on this occasion couldn't be
achieved as some desi princely states sided with the
British. The British re-established their rule over the
Delhi area in nearly three months and started reprisals
against the local heroes. Many villages were razed to
the ground. Thousands of villagers were crushed under
the road rollers on the roads. The British could not tame
Raja Nahar Singh and he was invited for a treaty and
captured. He was hanged in Chandni Chowk on 9th Janu-
ary, 1858. Who lastly said, :Let the freedom spark be
not extinguished"

Best tribute to this 19th Century valiant Raja is

Tributes to the Great Jat Souls

- Suraj Bhan Dahiya

to restore his place in the history. I find that after nearly
two centuries in the uniquely Jat history Raja Nahar
Singh has unequalled power to captivate the imagina-
tion and to inspire emotion. Let us enlarge the scope of
history - 1857 uprising is the history of people who in
their collective acts stood boldly with Raja Nahar Singh
to write new history of India. It is likely to be the Illu-
minating peasant history which has not been attempted
so far.
Entering into 20th Century and furthering the scope of
the peasant history, we come across a personality of
Ch. Chhotu Ram, revered as the Kisan Messiah. His
words resonate beyond ages, beyond historical and po-
litical contexts for here was a Kisan leader who was
born to serve the down trodden and exploited. He was
very disturbed when he understood the innumerable a
gonies of hapless peasantry. In his introspection he felt:-
"The list of the peasant's grievances is long his woes
are unending. The unkindness of God atrocities of the
society, natural calamities of the moneylenders, the in-
difference of the pleasure-speaking government offic-
ers inaction of him leaders, and ultimately, his own ig-
norance and foolhardiness are some of those carries that
do not permit the coming to an end of his misfortune
ruin and household ignore every moment his mind,
pierced answer, continues to reach the state of discour-
agement. No body is prepared to listen to his entreaties,
no body is prepared to land his ears to his offer my life
to rescue the peasantry from infinite flight"

From Rohtak, Chhotu Ram began his mission
'agrarian rising' in 1912. His heart burned with rage
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and he poured out his anger in his strongly worded ar-
ticles, exposing the exploitation of peasantry. He started
addressing the masses eloquently with an assurance
that the anndata shall not be the bonded labour of money
lender rather he shall rule in the Punjab. The dominant
feature of Chhotu Ram's relentless struggle for eco-
nomic liberation of peasantry in the undivided punjab
was its near total sweep. Hardly any other movement
in the history of province set in motion so many mil-
lions of people, even though they represented diverse
religious affiliation. This is no idle boast, but the plain
statement of a historical reality, so conveniently and
consistently ignored by our historians and political ana-

lyst alike.

In 1930 his unionist party be garito run the
Punjab Government. Ch. Chhotu Ram remained un-
ruffled and much to the rejoicing of his supporters and
to the displeasure of his detractors, he alone wrote new
testament of peasant's destiny. He had amply justified
the various epithets his countless admirers had affec-
tionately showered on him such as 'Rehbar-e-Azam’,
Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram' etc. Nothing remained
unaccomplished when he breathed his last on 9th Janu-
ary, 1945. Sadly no leader after his death could pro-
tect the interests of farmers. Chhotu Ram, thou shouldst
be living at this hour. The peasanthath need of thee.
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Sardar Patel

(The man who brought second independence)

Freedom struggle from 1905 to 1947 constitutes
the most glorious and luminous period of Indian history. It
is because of three reasons.

L. Firstly Indian independence was brought after a
period of 1300 years. King Harsh Vardhan died in 647
A.D. It is a historical miracle that India did not lose its
name ,identity and existence even after 1300 years of
subjugation. Many Civilizations were decimated during
much shorter periods but India survived.

2. Millions of people made supreme sacrifices during
this period. They went to jails, received lathi blows, lost
their cattle and land through confiscation processes during
Satyagrahas. Many lost their lives during firing by the police.
INA soldiers under Subhas bore unbearable hardships. Many
lost their lives. During Nagpur Satyagraha, Acharya Vinoba
Bhave was made to run the atta chakki in the jail. These
people carried the fight for freedom when extreme poverty
and backwardness were omnipresent in India. Looking at
the capricious nature of the present crop of politicians of all
hues and level of corruption prevailing at all levels, it appears
that all our freedom fighters were superhuman beings or
angels.

3. It was the first case in the world where freedom
was won with the weapon of nonviolent Satyagraha. Nelson
Mandela and Martin Luther King Jr. adopted this model
later and they also succeeded. People of Denmark also
adopted this method in 1939 against German forces and
they also could have their way. Indian non-violent movement
remained well organised throughout the period of 42 years
though at times, it became slightly wayward. The ideological
differences of our leaders from time to time took away the
sheen and shine of the struggle to some extent. But honesty
of purpose of these leaders was never in question.

Eleven leaders who remained at the forefront of
the 42 years long struggle were Lokmanya Tilak (1856-
1920), Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948), Sardar Patel(1875-
1950), Dr.Rajinder Prasad (1884-1963) Jawahar Lal Nehru
(1889-1964) Subhas Bose (1897-1946), Rajaji (1878-1972),
Motilal Nehru (1861-1931), Deshbandhu Chtranjan Das
(1870-1925) Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad(1888-1958). Lala
Lajpat Rai (1865-1929). Four left India for good before
the Gandhi Irwin Pact of 1931 and six survived till the
Independence day in1947. All these people were epitome
of honesty, simplicity, vision, dedication, sacrifice,
rectitude, straightness, civility, humility, altruism and
brilliance. Still all of them made some mistakes, though
inadvertently, at different times. Tilak and Sardar Patel
committed the least. But still their greatness was
immeasurable. Such mistakes were firstly because every
human makes mistakes. Secondly because they had to work

- Ramniwas Malik

in very complex ,unpredictable and adverse circumstances
where anybody could be confused. Muslim League put up
very unreasonable conditions for joining hands with
Congress and other parties for freedom struggle in 1929.
(Ali brothers could have been weaned away from Jinnha
had some special effort been made at that time.) Ambedkar
openly preferred Raj over Hindu Raj. Hindu Mahasabha
also worked at cross purposes. Britishers brazenly started
implementing the Divide and Rule policy. Gandhi Ji wanted
to win the heart of Jinnha by love which was a fruitless
exercise.

Sardar Patel entered politics in 1914 when he
fought the election and became the Councilor of Ahmedabad
Municipality. His total assimilation in national politics took
place under the tutelage of Gandhi Ji in 1917 when he was
made the Secretary of the Gujrat Sabha and asked to lead
the Kheda movement. He left his roaring legal practice
that very day, became full time active member and started
wearing Khadi clothes. Though only six years younger, he
developed and maintained the Guru-Shishya equation with
Gandhi Ji during next 31years except with minor deviations.
Gujrat was part of Bombay province at that time.

When Vallabhbhai Patel was born in 1875, there
was absolutely no political party with no political leader to
arouse the feelings of the people for a freedom struggle at
that time. Political and economic landscapes were almost
barren. Tilak lighted the first small lamp of freedom struggle
in 1884 when he and Agarkar started two weeklies Kesri
and Maratha in Poona and started pointing fingers at the
British governance in Maharastra region. First peaceful
assault on Raj(British rule in India) was made in September
1905 against the Partition order of Bengal by Lord Curzon.
It took six years to get the order revoked. The only weapon
adopted during the movement was total boycott of British
goods. Tilak played the most aggressive role at that time
along with Lala Lajpat Rai and Surrendernath Bannerjee
(Bal,Lal and Pal trio). The second assault was made by
Gandhi Ji in April 1919 when nationwide Hartal was
observed on 6th April in whole of India against the passage
of Rowlatt Bills.This was followed by another big
nationwide Non-co-operation movement launched on 1st
August 1920 the day Lokmanya Tilak died in Bombay.
Sardar Patel was the mainstay of Gandhi Ji in both the
movements.

Sardar Patel became a pleader in 1901 in Godhra
and then shifted to Nadiad and then to Ahmedabad. He
went to England in 1910 and passed his Bar at Law
examination in 1912 with first class first and won a prize.
He returned home urgently to take care of his poor family.
His wife Javerba had died in 1908 leaving two children

= ——————

B9 3mee T U € ST g I Siifad W8 & eR B IR el g od 2| —der ¢R



(Mani and Dayabhai) aged 3and 5, Mani(later Manibehn)
being the elder sibling.Sardar did not remarry and led a
complete celibate life in true sense of the word.Gandhi Ji
was named with the wife of a Congress leader of Lahore
(no physical relationship) but was saved by Raja Ji from
further embarrassment. Nehru had platonic friendship with
Lady Mountbatten but he did not allow her to change his
decisions of national importance. Life of Sardar was the
purest in this regard.

After returning from England, Vallabhbhai started
leading a westernized lifestyle wearing suites, neckties and
hat. He always won the championship in the game of
Bridge.Initially he had developed a very poor opinion about
Gandhi Ji .But after the first successful experiment of
Satyagraha in Champaran ,he was mesmerised by his saintly
personality and became his whole time worker without
bothering for the financial difficulties and upbringing of
the two children.

Gandhi Ji and Tilak remained contemporary for
five years. He respected him a lot but never went to meet
him to discuss about the future course of action for the
freedom struggle. He played a big role in collecting a sum
of ? 3 lakh to pay for the expenses of Tilak for fighting a
defamation suit against Chirole in London. John Simon (of
Simon Commission fame) was his advocate.Home Rule
Leagues of Tilak and Annie Besant(1847-1933) had become
the most popular cry in1916 . Gandhi Ji finished the Home
Rule League after becoming its President by caring little
for its growth. This happened few months before the death
of Tilak on 1st August 1920.Thereafter Annie Besant also
drifted from Gandhi Ji and the freedom movement and went
to Madras to execute her social projects till her death. Gandhi
Ji, Lokmanya Tilak and Besant would have formed a very
formidable combination.This was the first big mistake of
Gandhi Ji not to join hands with Tilak and Besant.Jinnha
also did not forget the highhandedness of Gandhi Ji in
compelling him to leave the Home Rule League. Jinnha
and Tilak were the best friends and each could get anything
done from the other. Had Tilak lived for five years more,the
bond of Hindu-Muslim unity stitched by them in Lucknow
session of 1916 would have survived for a very long
time.Tilak was the most sagacious and learned person of
all the eleven leaders mentioned initially. He laid the
foundations of Indian nationalism and the freedom
movement over which Gandhi Ji erected the superstructure.

Vallabhbhai Patel became Sardar Patel after the
successful Satyagraha in Bardoli Taluka of Gujrat in
1928.He had led three more movements successfully in
Kheda, Nagpur and Borsad.No other leader led individual
movements like the Sardar. However Jawaharlal took the
problems of peasantry in Allahbad in an aggressive way
during 1930s.Earlier Patel made his name as an
administrator par excellence when he became Mayor of
Ahmedabad Municipality in 1924 and overhauled the system
of public services completely like water supply,
drainage,building roads and opening new hospitals and

dispensaries.

Sardar Patel also made four mistakes along with
his colleagues. His first mistake was to oppose (along with
Raja Ji,Parsad and Azad)the Council entry advocated by
Motilal Nehru, C.R.D as and Vithalbhai Patel ( elder brother
of Sardar Patel).This step proved very costly to the lives of
people, the Party and the freedom movement. His second
mistake was not to prevent CWC members criticising Subhas
Bose when he was lying on a stretcher due to serious illness
on the dias in January1939 Congress session at Tripuri on
the bank of river Narmada. This was the most hurtful scene
ever seen in Congress party meetings till now. The only
hurtful scenes were witnessed during heckling of Tilak in
1907 Congress session at Surat and not allowing the body
of ex-Prime Minister Narsimha Rao to be placed in Congress
Bhavan in Delhi for laying wreaths. His third Mistake was
that he made no effort along with Nehru to protect the
autonomy of N.W.F.P. and protect the lives of Khan
brothers (Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and his elder brother
Dr.Khan Sahib-the Premier) from intense persecution by
Muslim League after 15th August 1947. This selfishness of
the entire Congress Party is unforgivable. The two brothers
had stood by Congress like a rock throughout the freedom
struggle.. (details given in the book). He did not advise
Gandhi Ji not to go unprepared to attend Round Table
Conference in London in September 1931.

Other leaders made similar mistakes.Nehru made
the maximum mistakes and continued to do so even after
1947. To name only one,his biggest mistake afterwards
was that of making Krishna Menon as the Defense Minister
of India and allowing him to run the Foreign Ministry
unofficially as well.

Subhas was a leader of fiery disposition.
Astrologers tell that this was due to the fact that fiery planet
Mars was placed in his first house. He was always a man in
haste. His big mistake was not to give due respect to his
senior colleagues.Sardar Patel was elder to him by 22
years.Still he engaged in a legal battle with Sardar Patel
over the issue of will of his elder brother Vithalbhai Patel
and the matter went upto Supreme Court.Finally Sardar
Patel won the case.Had Subhas decided to work under the
wings of Sardar Patel after the death of his Guru C.R.Das
in 1925,things would have been different to tell. However
his sacrifice of leaving ICS job will always be remembered.
He did not marry till 1942 and his Austrian wife had to
suffer a lot afterwards.He was the sorest point in British
eyes.That is why he had to face very harsh conditions in
jails in order to break his spirits.Sacrifices of Sardar Patel
at personal level are no less.He left his legal practice three
years before others did (Motilal, Das, Parsad, Raja Ji and
many more). His fame as criminal lawyer was sky high in
Ahmedabad. Witnesses of the opposite party were mortally
frightened of him because of his superb cross-examination
skills. He did not have his own house when he died. His
total possessions at the time of his death were a bundle of
Khadi clothes made of yarn woven by his daughter.
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Patel totally overruled Nehru and made the Party
to accept the decision of fighting elections in 1937 and
form Ministries. The Congress government could provide
the best governace for two years during 1937-39.Provincial
India achieved 50 % independence at that time. Second World
War spoiled the whole show thereafter. Again he was the
main architect of Quit India Movement under Gandhi Ji. The
crowd of 50000 people gathered at Bombay Maidan on 8th
August was largely due to his efforts. Nehru and Azad did
not want this movement and they fell in line when Gandhi
Ji asked them to leave the 'Congress if they so liked'.Gandhi
Ji could become a stern dictator at times.

The greatest moment of Sardar Patel came in
June 1947 when he was made the Minister for newly created
States Department at the suggestion of Mountbatten. He
brought V.P. Mennon to work as the Secretary of the State
Department and gave him full authority to negotiate with
princes.Job of this Department or Ministry was to deal with
princely States in respect of their annexation.There were
565 States and an equal number of princes. Hardly ten states
were located in Pakistan territory. The rest 555 were in
India. With the hard work and planning of V.P. Menon
and co--operation of Mountbatten,he could accomplish this
onerous job in just two years and the feat was no less than a
big miracle.Rajasthan State of Union (consisting of a dozen
smaller States)was the last to joun Indian Union in June
1949.0nly provincial India, occupying half of geographical
area and accomodating two third population (20 crore) got
freedom on 15th August 1947. The remaining half got in
June 1949.This was the second independence brought by
Sardar Patel.

But at the same time he was crushed under the
overburden of work as he had to deal with problem of
rehabilitation of refugees,extinguishing communal fire and
work in Constituent Assembly. He was the Chairman of a
dozen committee's and sub-committees relating to drafting
of Constitution.Simultaneously,he was constantly bothered
by his health problems.His speeches were always short ,crisp
and loaded with logic.

Only three speeches will suffice to illustrate this
fact.

1. I appeal to Hindu Mahasabhais to join
Congress...If you think that you are the only custodian of
Hinduism, you are mistaken.Hinduism preaches a broader
outlook. I appeal to the R.S.S. not to be rash and tactless.
Do not be aggressive. (speech at Lucknow in January 1948.)
2. Die but do not fall back upon.This time if a railway
line is removed or an Englishman is murdered,the struggle
will not be stopped...Carry this message to every nook and
corner of Gujrat.Be ready to carry out Gandhi Ji's
firman.(speech in Gujrat on 27th July 1942 on the eve of
Quit India movement)

3. Singapur has fallen.Malaya is lost.Sumatra and
Jawa have been overrun,and in a couple of days, Rangoon
may fall. Now the British say, "Help us. "What help we
can give? Do they want us to act as corpse-bearers? (speech

just before the fall of Rangoon.).

Sardar was greatly worried about the future of his
daughter who was now 41years old.He could not talk to her
as frankly as his mother could do.He wrote to her on
13.12.44.

"The thought keeps coming to my mind time and
again that my time in this world is nearing its end.How
long can you stay with me ?Thinking of the future,shouldn't
you settle down in a field of your choice so that you have
no sudden difficulties to face when I am gone ? You will be
going of course to Wardha for a while but you cannot be
doing that for ever.Who can say how long Bapu will be
able to live?"

To throw tangential but humorous comments had
become the brand of Sardar.He ,Mahadev and Gandhi Ji
were together in Yeravada jail in 1932.Sardar Patel used to
cut jokes on Gandhi Ji almost daily and Mahadev used to
record them.One day Gandhi was making lot of noise for
not getting neem ki datun.Sardar Patel quipped,"Bapu,you
are left with only two teeth and still making so much
noise. "Gandhi Ji wrote to a friend, "Sardar makes me laugh
and laugh till I can laugh no more. He can make you laugh
even at the cremation ground."It was here that Gandhi Ji
shocked Patel with the question,"Which portfolio will you
like to take in free India."Patel replied,"I will go with a
begging bowl. "Jinnha died in September 1948. Dr.B.C.Roy
,the Chief Minister West Bengal, asked Sardar Patel,"Sir
should we lower the national flag as a mark of respect for
Jinnha?""Was he your relative?" replied Sardar.

Patel was very fond of Mahadev for his multifarious
qualities.He was shocked beyond measure when he came
to know about his death at the young age of 50.He died in
Aga Khan Palace on 15th August 1942 just a week after his
arrest during the Quit India movement.

The answers of Sardar Patel to questions in the
Constituent Assembly were briefest and brought lot of
laughter in the Assembly.Two samples are enough to prove
the point.

Deshbandhu Gupta:Is the Hon.Minister aware that the
remark by the Prime Minister that a decision in respect of
capital of East Panjab would be made shortly. Will the term
'shortly 'be defined?

Patel: It is already defined in Webster's dictionary.(19.2.48)
B.S.Maan: May I know how many times the police resorted
to lathi-charge to disperse the refugees during last four days.
Patel: As many times as it was necessary to disperse an
unruly crowd.

Sardar Patel had to face very agonising days after
1947 Nehru started complaining (in writing to Gandhi
Ji)about Patel's approach of dealing with his Ministry .He
did many things to belittle him.Azad also started complaining
of his diffidence towards Muslims though his fears were
imaginary.Even Gandhi Ji one day said,"Out of two, one
has to go." Patel immediately wrote to Gandhi Ji,"It is I
who shoud go as I have grown weak in my strength."He
wrote his resignation letter and went for a farewell tour of
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India.But again Gandhi Ji called Sardar Patel to Birla House
on the last day of his life on 30th January 1948 and just
before his martyrdom in the evening. He told Patel ,"
Services of both of you are indispensable for the country. Any
rupture in your relations will be disastrous for the country."
He also took a word from Patel that he would support Nehru
for good.Sardar Patel fulfilled his promise till his death
even though Nehru gave him very tantalising moments.He
took a word from N.V.Gadgil few days before his
death,"My end is very near.You give me a promise that

you will always support Pandit Ji inspite of your differences. "
Still Nehru bore ill will against Sardar Patel. He resented
President Rajendra Parsad attending the funeral of Sardar
Patel.He did not allow his Home Secretary to attend the
funeral.Naraini Basu (great grand daughter of
V.P.Menon)writes in her book on V.P.Menon at page 416.

"H.M. Patel wrote an article in Indian Express
that was full of praise for Sardar Patel.The editor Frank
Moraes told Patel that Nehru, Vijay Laxmi Pandit and Indira

Gandhi had greatly resented the publication of that article."
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